
Thank you, Fr. Paul

On  behalf  of  the  parish  council  and  all  the  parishioners,  I  want  to  take  this
opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  of  thanks  to  Fr.  Paul  who  will  be  leaving  us
tomorrow for Denmark. Only God knows when we will see him again. 

Corona, corona, corona is all that we have been hearing about for months now, but
thanks to Fr. Paul we have had the celebration of the Eucharist while taking care of
each other by keeping our distance and cleansing our hands. The church has also been
open for private visits and prayer all the time. This was very important in a time of
crisis and uncertainty. God never abandons his people.

In 2011, Bishop Czeslaw appointed Fr. Paul Marx as our parish priest for the second
time. He had previosuly served us as parish administrator from 1990-1996. The past
nine years have passed rather quickly and Fr. Paul has fulfilled his duty right up to the
last  minute!  A true  shepherd  looking  after  his  sheep.  He  has  baptised  children,
welcomed children to their First Holy Communion, administered the Sacrament of
Confirmation as a delegate of our bishop, received several people into the Catholic
church, heard confessions and offered spiritual direction, visited the sick and lonely,
and celebrated daily Mass for us, the sisters. He has also been engaged in ecumenical
events and participated in programmes on radio and television. Indeed, he not only
served the Catholic community, he made himself available to all who sought his help.
You have been appreciated by everyone and you will be missed.

We intended having a festive farewell get-together with the parishioners but again,
because of the corona, it is not possible.  You will have to come back and visit us
when it is safe to do so. We would certainly love to see you again.

We wish you good health and a happy and peaceful retirement. We ask that you do
not forget us. Know that we will always remember you. We also wish you a very safe
journey tomorrow. May God keep His loving hand upon you. Thank you, Fr. Paul.

 
As  Fr.  Paul  leaves  us,  we  prepare  to  welcome  Fr.  Peter  Fleetwood,  our  newly
appointed parish priest. Let us do all we can to help him feel at home in our small
parish.  It  is  our  duty  to  actively  support  our  priests.  They also  need  our  prayer.
Indeed,  let  us also pray for  vocations to the priesthood. and for  vocations to the
religious life. Both are vital to the life of the Church.

God bless you all.


